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Vaccinations
From the time a child is born, doctors and the government strongly recommend vaccinations. Vaccinations have been a controversial issue whether or not they harm or help people. The controversy concerning vaccines has become so divided people are either pro-vaccine or anti-vaccine. The mass vaccination program “one size fits all” approach does not take into account that people are individuals with different genetic backgrounds that can affect how people react to vaccinations. Due to the genetic difference found between individuals, parents should have the right to choose whether or not to vaccinate their children. Some people believe that vaccinations have side effects that may outweigh the risk of acquiring certain diseases. 
Vaccination are more than a parent’s personal choice, they are a social responsibility. Vaccinations are something that affects everyone in the community especially those considered to be most vulnerable such as the sick, elderly, and too young to vaccinate. Vaccines have the ability to prevent serious illnesses and/or death from diseases like measles and mumps. There are a very small number of deaths reported from the (measles, mumps, and rubella) (MMR) vaccine but the most common adverse reaction is soreness and or fever. Hepatitis B can cause inflammation of the liver, which can lead to cirrhosis of the liver or cancer. Vaccines produce significant economic benefits for society. According to the Center for Dieses Control (CDC), every dollar spent on vaccinations save the public approximately $6.30 in medical costs. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), regulates vaccines within the United States to ensure safety and effectiveness.
Governments should not have the right to mandate that parents vaccinate children. Parents should be empowered to make health decisions for their children at all levels of well being. Many people hold religious beliefs that do not accept the use of vaccinations. “Many believe that” forcing parents to vaccinate children would violate the First Amendment, which entails in part the prohibition of making any law respecting an establishment of religion. There are no federal regulations or mandate requiring vaccinations, but each State decides which immunizations are required for children who are enrolled and attend a childcare facility or public school. States allow medical exemptions and all states, except Mississippi and West Virginia permit religious exemptions. The United States is known as “The Land of the Free,” but are people truly free if parents cannot make decisions about vaccinating their children. 
Common childhood vaccinations may cause serious reactions, which include anaphylactic shock and paralysis. Many people believe that there may be links to auto- immune disorders, brain inflammation, and sudden death in connection with vaccinations although there is no documented evidence at this time to support these beliefs. Many parents believe the risk is not worth taking since most diseases vaccinated against are not life threatening. All vaccines suppress the immune system and can permanently damage the natural immune system. Vaccinations can weaken the immune system and leave children more susceptible to infections and diseases. Unvaccinated children build and strengthen their immune systems through fighting off infection and developing a natural immunity. Thirty thousand cases of adverse effects have reported annually to the federal government since 1990 with 13% classified as serious, which includes permanent disability, hospitalization and death. 
The government mandates parents to vaccinate their children but cannot be held responsible for any adverse reactions that a child or adult may suffer from the vaccines.  If something occurs, it leaves the parents having to cover any medical costs or emotional stress due to any disability the vaccines may cause.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many parents who have who have fully vaccinated their children, and they are the unhealthiest, children. One thing that frustrates people is that there are no studies comparing the health of unvaccinated children to the health of vaccinated children. How could anyone possible think injection of such a cocktail of poison could help enhance a child’s life.
  


